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JOEL MILLER 10 DIRECT TARTUFFE by Moliére 


Joel Miller, professional theatre director and former head of the National 
Theatre School's English Acting Section, will be guest director for Concordia 


University Theatre Department's upcoming production of Moliére's probing and 
hilarious comedy, Tartuffe. 


The Playwright and the Play 


The great French comic genius, Moliére, composed his plays with remarkable 
cleverness and a sense of fun, evoking laughter while provoking thought. It 
is with a keen awareness of human nature that Moliére's masterful and ever 
popular Tartuffe, subtitled "The Imposter," is so brilliantly executed. As 
Moliére cooly and perceptively ridicules the foibles of a society too caught 
up in its own self interests and vantities, he unmasks the pretenders, the 
wishful thinkers and the manipulators ever among us. 


Into a well-to-do middle-class family enters the self-seeking adventurer, 
Tartuffe, hiding his insatiable and exploitive greed behind a mask of piety in 
order to hoodwink the overly prudish and bigotted Orgon, his host. 
Enthusiastically, Orgon offers Tartuffe his daughter and his house and 
property. Not satisfied, Tartuffe then attempts to seduce Orgon's wife. In 
the course of events, the vices that corrode and disintegrate society - 
hypocrisy, self-seeking, selfishness, extremism, bigotry, inflexibility, and 
concern with form before substance ~ are brought to us with an abundance of 
laughter, through characters that are vigorously drawn in high colours. 


Moliére, the master of comedy and eternal truths, shows us that human 
nature has not changed over the centuries. The Tartuffe he created just over 
300 years ago is as easily recognizable today. 


The 1963 verse translation by Pulitzer prize-winning poet Richard Wilbur, 
has been acclaimed a masterpiece of its own kind. Wilbur delightfully 
captures Moliére's abundance of spirit, his intuition, and his capacity to see 


our faults and to humanize them amidst laughter, revealing Moliére's Tartuffe 
as a play for all generations. 


The Production 


Collaboratively mounted by the students and teachers of Concordia's highly 
reputed Department of Theatre, the production features Concordia Theatre 
professor and professional actor, Philip Spensley, in the role of Tartuffe. 
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This marks a further step in the teaching/learning process within the 
department. While faculty and professionals re 


actors in future productions as teachers and role models working closely with 
performance students to enhance 
Capacities. 


Also in the cast are students, Kelly Arnsby (Marianne), Lesley Bronstein 
(Dorinne), Mark Comacho (Cléante), Peter Cureton, (Orgon), Lee Dempsey 
(Damis), Jennifer Heywood—Jackson (Elmire), Kevin Orr (Valére), Elizabeth 


Sapena (The Officer of the Court), Kevin Segal (Monsieur Loyal), and Vanessa 
Thomas (Madame Pernelle), . 


Designers include third year senography students Marie-Claude Fournier 
(makeup), Cynthia Olney, (lights), and from second year Kathleen Taguchi, 


(props), Frangoys Tessier and Helen Turp (sound), with faculty scenographer, 
Bill Reznicek (costumes). 


Dates, Times, Place 
eee EE aCe 


Tartuffe opens Tuesday, April 15 at 8 pm and runs each evening through Sunday, 
April 20, with matinees on Wednesday, April 16, and Thursday, April 17, at 
1:30 pm, and on Saturday, April 19, at 2 pm, in the Concordia Theatre 
Department's major theatre, the D. B. Clarke, located in the Hall Building at 
1455 de Maisonneuve Street West on the downtown campus. 


TICKETS are $3. Students and Senior Citizens, $2. 


BOX OFFICE OPENS April 7. For reservations after this date call 848-4742. 


Information and Advance Reservations 
ie RESOrvations 


For information on special bookings, matinees, interviews and press 


reservations, call Concordia's Department of Theatre, Public Relations Office, 
at 848-4727, 


Or contact 


Valerie Glover or Eric Armstrong, Publicity Assistants, 
Department of Theatre, TJ 102, 

Concordia University, 

7141 Sherbrooke Street West, 

Montreal, H4B 1R6. 
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